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Glorious Grasslands 
Our grasslands sprang into life during the last few months.  Flower-rich hay meadows and grazing 
pastures once covered much of the Vale, especially in the floodplain.  Many of these have disappeared 
or have been agriculturally improved, resulting in the loss of wildflowers and associated pollinators.  
However, our sites continue to increase in the amount and diversity of flowers present and with 
continued traditional hay cutting and grazing they will become even more valuable for wildlife.  Hay 
is cut quite early on many meadows which reduces the amount of seed set and removes nesting 
habitat for birds such as Skylarks.  Butterflies, bees and hoverflies as well as grasshoppers and many 
other insects all struggle to survive when the grass is cut early.  On our sites, we leave our hay a little 
later, cutting after the middle of July where possible and ideally into August some years.  This allows 
the wildflowers to spread providing more nectar for the pollinators.  Great Burnet is increasing at Gore 
Meadows and Littleton Meadows; Common Spotted, Greater Butterfly and Pyramidal Orchids are 
spreading across Hipton Hill; Lady’s Bedstraw now covers the ridges at Littleton Pastures; Knapweed 
and Pepper Saxifrage are spreading well at Mike’s Meadow in the short time that we have owned and 
managed the site.  At our site at North Littleton which had been intensively farmed and then left fallow 
for a few years the grassland is responding to cutting and grazing.  Wild Oats and other seed-baring 
arable weeds are being left in part of the site for wintering birds to feed on but the new orchard and 
proposed meadow area were grazed for the first time this year.  In 2016 we found our first Pyramidal 
Orchid there and this year we found over twenty along with Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Beaked Hawk’s-beard, 
Knapweed and other flowering plants.  Skylarks have been singing over the site all summer.  
 

Springwatch 
At the end of May, I was invited to join BBC’s 
Springwatch team at the National Trust’s 
Sherborne Estate in Gloucestershire.  As well as 
seeing behind the scenes, I joined Brett Westwood 
for Springwatch Live to talk about VLHT’s old 
orchards and the importance of deadwood for 
wildlife.  This was a fantastic opportunity to 
promote VLHT while discussing issues facing our 
wildlife especially the invertebrates associated 
with orchards and deadwood.  We manage our 
orchards for wildlife but still produce fruit to bring 
in funds for the ongoing management of the sites.   
 

Vale Landscape Heritage Trust 
Summer 2017 

 

Vale Landscape Heritage Trust (VLHT) is a registered charity, number 1080109.  We work to protect 
and preserve the environment in and around the Vale of Evesham and Pershore.  We work with 

volunteers, funders, farmers and the government to secure the future of, so far, nearly 300 acres. 
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Helping Hands 
The welcome sunny weather has meant extra 
work for us, looking after and watering newly 
planted trees at several of our sites.  So, we were 
very pleased to receive an offer of help from A-
level students from The De Montfort School.  
They joined us to water and mulch the trees 
planted by The Littletons School at Littleton 
Pastures earlier this year, although they first had 
to find the little trees hidden in the long grass.  
Thanks to their efforts these trees and shrubs will 
establish and grow to improve the site for wildlife. 
 
 

Volunteers 
Our volunteers carried out a variety of tasks in all weathers during the last few months.  From 
scorching sunshine to pouring rain, and try as I might I couldn’t stop them turning up.  Fence repairs 
at Lower Moor and Hipton took up quite a lot of time but we were also able to get on with some 
overdue pruning at Stocken and Hipton.  We repaired tree guards and weeded the new hedge at North 
Littleton Community Orchard (NLCO) and cleared debris from the brook at Littleton Pastures.   Young 
trees were watered at NLCO as well as at Naunton Court Orchard.   

At Stocken Orchard our volunteers installed 
electric fencing to protect a quarter of the 
orchard’s grassland from grazing sheep and over 
700 Common Spotted Orchids bloomed in the 
protected section!  We also fenced off a small 
area for local bee-keepers to set up bee hives for 
the first time and the mass of White Clover in the 
orchard was buzzing during the summer.  We 
have also installed an interpretation board there 
for people to find out more about VLHT and the 
orchard.  If you would like to find out more about 
volunteering, please get in touch. 
 
On a very wet day in May we joined the Three Counties Traditional Orchard Project to work in a small 
orchard near Wood Norton.  As part of the work we learned about the importance of aftercare and 
watered some newly planted trees and mulched them (but I think we got wetter than the trees!). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Volunteers installing interpretation at Stocken 

Going on a tree hunt 

Learning about the importance of aftercare 
for young trees. 

A good soaking is important before  
applying mulch (and the trees need water too!) 
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Butterflies 
Butterfly Conservation reported that “UK butterflies suffered their fourth worst year on record in 
2016” and went on to add that “the rare Grizzled Skipper saw numbers tumble by 24%”.  It was 
encouraging then when the first Grizzled Skipper of 2017 was seen on Hipton Hill in April.  This species 
occurs in the orchard in small numbers and individuals were seen up to 20th June this year.  According 
to the report, the White-letter Hairstreak also had its worse recorded year last year and so we were 
delighted to find this species for the first time in the elms on the edge of Hipton Hill Orchard in June 
this year.   Meanwhile, Holly Blue, Common Blue and Brown Argus appeared at several of our sites.  
Brown Argus in particular seemed to have had a good year locally.  Our grassland ‘browns’ did very 
well in the sunny days of June with Ringlet and Meadow Brown emerging in good numbers across our 
grassland sites.  The timed-emergence of these and other species never ceases to amaze.  One day 
there are none and the next they are flying at all their locations.  The beautiful black and white Marbled 
White appears to have had a very good year and was even seen at Gore Meadows and Mikes Meadow 
where they have not been recorded before.  This species has a stronghold in the Avon valley but in 
recent years has spread further north in the county.  Small Tortoiseshells were found on Knapweed 
flowers at many of our sites but Peacocks and Red Admirals have only been seen in small numbers so 
far, although this could change if the summer sunshine continues into July and August.  So hopefully 
2017 will continue to see improvements for our butterflies locally and nationally. 

Did you know?  
Butterflies, along with moths belong to a group of insects known as the Lepidoptera, which means 
scale-wings. 
The antennae of moths can be wiry, spear-shaped, feathery or toothed but a butterfly always has a 
club on the end of their antennae. 
The Marbled White is actually a ‘brown’ and the Brown Argus is actually a ‘blue’. 
We know of 26 species of butterflies present on our sites.  That’s nearly half of those known to breed 
in the UK. 
The caterpillars of the Orange-tip are carnivorous and so each butterfly will usually lay only one egg 
on its favoured foodplant, the delicate Lady’s Smock.  However, when the larger, more robust Garlic 
Mustard is used as the foodplant, several eggs can be found spread around the plant. 
The Essex Skipper is now common in the Vale’s grasslands but was not known from Worcestershire 
until right at the end of the 20th century. 
Two species of butterfly have so far been noted as pollinators of fruit at our sites; Brimstone on apple 
and Orange Tip on apple and cherry. 
 

 
 

Many of our projects are funded by Severn Waste Services 
through the Landfill Communities Fund.  Without SWS, 
VLHT could not own, or protect, anywhere near as many 
acres.  
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Successful Events 
 

Tiddesley Wood Open Day 
We had another very successful day at the annual Worcestershire Wildlife Trust open day at Tiddesley 
Wood.  This year we were allowed to open our orchard again where we had a demonstration of horse 
logging which proved very popular.  Thanks to our volunteers we were able to have two stalls, one in 
the main woodland clearing as well as one in our orchard.  This meant we could sell cider in the orchard 
produced from apples harvested from the orchard last year.  
 

Avon Meadows Bioblitz  
We joined the Friends of Avon Meadows again for their bioblitz on 24th June.  This annual event is 
aimed at raising awareness of the importance of this beautiful riverside nature reserve on the edge of 
the busy town of Pershore.  It gives local people the opportunity to find out more about what lives on 
their doorstep and how the management of the site is improving the area for wildlife.   

For more information visit their web site at http://foam.btck.co.uk/ 
 

Walks and Talks 
Our evening walks were as popular as ever this year with the bonus that the weather was very kind 
for all of them.  Lower Moor was a lovely warm evening and we walked along to the sound of a Cuckoo 
which was the first of the year for most of us.  The Hipton walks were timed to coincide with the orchid 
flowering times and despite lower numbers of plants in flower this year, we found all four species on 
both walks.   We were even treated to the call of a Turtle Dove passing through; a reminder of days 
gone by when this was a common sound in the summer.  Our Littleton Meadows walk gave the 
opportunity to discuss changes in management in a few areas and we were pleasantly surprised to 
see a Spotted Flycatcher swooping from cover to catch flying insects.  We also had visits from several 
groups to Hipton and Lower Moor this year from as far as North Cotswolds and Warwick. 

Our talks to groups about the work of VLHT continued and included Evesham U3A as well as trip to 
Cirencester to talk to agricultural students at the Royal Agricultural University.   
 

Pershore Plum Festival 
As part of the ongoing celebration of the historic association between Pershore and plum growing, 
VLHT donated a Pershore Emblem plum tree for planting at a local school.  The tree was planted in 
front of the Holy Redeemer School in Pershore by the present Pershore Plum Festival Princess as a 
reminder of how important this fruit has been to the area. 

Don’t forget - Pershore Plum Festival 2017 
We are starting to get ready for this year’s plum season and hopefully will have a good supply of fruit 
for the Pershore Plum Festival on Monday 28th August.  There will also be activities on Sunday 27th 
August as well as the opportunity for us to sell plums in Pershore every Saturday through August.  So, 
if you could spare an hour or two to help pick or sell plums please let us know. 

For further information about the Plum Festival visit their website:  

www.pershoreplumfestival.org.uk or call 01386 565373 

 

Friends of VLHT 

Friends of VLHT pay a regular amount each month or each year, which supports the important 
work saving and renovating old orchards and hay meadows and woodlands.  For more details, 
please contact Gary Farmer at the office.   
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Birds at Lower Moor and Haines Meadows April – June 2017 
Rob Prudden 

Early April saw the last few winter wildfowl hanging on, with two Wigeon on 5th and the last eighteen 
Teal on 6th, while a late Snipe was still present on the unusually late date of 26th April. 

A pair of Shelduck that had arrived in March remained throughout the period with the female 
disappearing for a couple of weeks, presumably to lay and incubate eggs, although no juveniles were 
seen. Another pair joined the residents on several occasions but were always quickly sent on their 
way.  Other long staying summer visiting wetland species included pairs of both Little Ringed Plovers 
and Oystercatchers, the latter breeding at the nearby Leisure Park, producing three fledged juveniles. 
Both adults and the three juveniles fed together around the river flash daily and were regularly joined 
by other passage birds, this culminating in an impressive nine together at the end of June. 

A pair of Curlew were seen regularly from the beginning of March till 19th June, they appeared to 
attempt to breed but probably failed due to early grass mowing on nearby fields. 

Redshank numbers are declining all around the country, with this being reflected at Lower Moor with 
single birds seen on only five dates.   

Northerly bound migrant waders included twelve Black Tailed Godwits on 25th and 26th April, 
Common Sandpiper, four Dunlin and a single Ringed Plover with the highlight being a Wood 
Sandpiper on 3rd May, followed by another on the late date of 3rd June. Amazingly the first southerly 
bound Green Sandpiper was back on 15th June followed by another on 19th. 

The first Cuckoo arrived as expected on 23rd April and was joined by a second male and a female by 
mid-May, singing then continued daily till 23rd June.   

Grey Wagtails are normally winter residents to the area, leaving in March to breed alongside fast 
running streams or around one of the many locks along nearby rivers. This year a pair were, unusually, 
still around in April, it then became apparent they were nesting in a very untypical dry site high up in 
a nearby agricultural building. Unfortunately, Magpies then predated the young just before fledging. 
The adults remained in the area into May and it was hoped they may try again. By the end of May the 
pair were again feeding youngsters in the same building and on the 7th June four juveniles fledged 
from a nest made inside an old Blackbird’s nest. 

Yellow Wagtails have become scarce so a pair present around the river flash throughout was nice to 
see. It then became apparent they had bred nearby and produced one fledged juvenile by 23rd June. 

A pair of Sparrowhawks bred alongside the Lench Ditch 
and were regularly seen hunting around the river 
meadows. 

Two sea birds, scarcely seen inland, were around the 
river flash during the period with a Sandwich Tern on 
9th April and a Little Gull from 15th – 18th June, both 
these species had only been seen in the area once 
before. Two Common Terns were seen on two dates in 
mid-June. 

Other scarce birds seen briefly included a singing 
Grasshopper Warbler, Mandarin Duck, Hobby on two 
dates and a Red Kite on three dates. Both Barn Owl and 
Little Owl were seen on several occasions. 

7 Black-tailed Godwits were present on the evening of 
28th June along with 2 Greenshanks which was a very 
nice end to this recording period. 

 

Evesham Volunteer Centre 
Brick Kiln Street 

Evesham 
Worcestershire 

WR11 4AA 
01386 40165 

07794 835 953 
valetrust@outlook.com 

http://valetrust.weebly.com 
 


